CHAPTER    LXVIII
ART AND LITERATURE
MANY of the great writers of the Victorian era were still living
and still active at the time when this book, opens. Reverence
for the elders still persisted and seldom in any country was there a
larger company whose authority was unchallenged. There were at
least five counted, major poets, Tennyson, Browning, Swinburne,
Matthew Arnold, William Morris, all of whose names were household
words and .whose works were read in a far wider circle than those of
any poets in subsequent years. Others like Coventry Patmore, Robert
Bridges, George Meredith, Frederic Myers, were held in high repute
by a smaller circle, and to them must be added a large company of
charming and accomplished versifiers appealing to the cultured, such
as Austin Dobson, Andrew Lang, Locker Lampson, Edmund Gosse,
Another considerable poet who belonged to this time but whose fame
came later was Gerald Manley Hopkins, who died unknown in 1889,
and .whose poems were not published until 1918. Hopkins was a
priest, dedicated to the religious life, and his manner of writing
anticipates the moderns in its daring experiments and torturing of
language in a sincere effort to express the travail of the spirit. But of
all the religious poets who wrote in these years, Francis Thompson,
another Catholic, seems on looking back most to tower over Ms
contemporaries. His Hound of Heaven, appealing equally to the
simplest and the most sophisticated, is likelier than any poem of this
period to hold its place among the immortals. If poets are to be judged
by their vogue, the names of at least two others need to be mentioned,
Edwin Arnold, whose Light of Asia brought Eastern mysticism .within
reach of a multitude, and Lewis Morris, whose Epic of Hales was
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